
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Annual Gala Raises More Than $123,000 for Tuba City Regional Health Care Corporation 

TUBA CITY, Ariz. — The Navajo Hopi Health Foundation celebrated purpose, generosity and 

community spirit during its Annual Gala fundraiser on Saturday, Dec. 6, drawing 325 guests to 

an evening of celebration, awards and philanthropy benefiting Tuba City Regional Health Care 

Corporation. 

 

Held from 6 to 10 p.m. at Twin Arrows Casino Resort, the masquerade-themed gala attracted 325 

attendees, according to Veronica Hardy-Becenti, Foundation and grants department director. 

Guests enjoyed a festive buffet featuring prime rib, roasted turkey breast, house-made 

cranberries, tossed salad, and holiday-themed cakes and pies. 

 

The highlight of the evening was the presentation of a $118,000 donation check from the Navajo 

Hopi Health Foundation to TCRHCC, symbolizing the Foundation’s continued commitment to 

improving healthcare access and quality for Navajo, Hopi and San Juan Southern Paiute 

communities in Northern Arizona. 

 

“This was probably the most we’ve ever raised,” said Justice M. Beard, a member of the 

Foundation’s board. “Every dollar goes back to helping patients and families who often face long 

travel distances and limited resources.” 

 

Purpose Driven Fundraising 

 

Established in 2012, the Navajo Hopi Health Foundation raises funds to support TCRHCC’s 

mission of providing safe, accessible, high-quality and culturally sensitive healthcare in the rural 

Western Navajo Nation. Proceeds from the annual gala and other fundraising events help 

purchase critical medical equipment and support patient services. 

 

“For several years, the Navajo Hopi Health Foundation has proudly hosted its Annual Gala to 

raise funds in support of TCRHCC,” said TCRHCC Chief Executive Officer Joette Walters. 

“Funds raised through the Gala have helped purchase critical medical equipment such as 

bilirubin monitors for newborns, physical rehabilitation machines, and essential wound-care 

supplies. Every contribution is meaningful, and together our sponsors play a vital role in saving 

lives and supporting friends and family.” 

 

This year’s gala raised $123,794 total through ticket sales, sponsorships, a silent auction, basket 

raffles and themed activities. The silent auction alone generated $4,705, while employee-donated 

gala baskets from 20 hospital departments raised an additional $2,590. Gala sponsorships 

increased by $36,240 compared to the previous year. 

 

A Night of Fun and Community 

 

Beyond fundraising, the evening emphasized fun and celebration. Activities included a silent 

auction featuring jewelry and artwork, a photo booth, dance contests, games, and a contest for 



best-dressed guests. The masquerade ball theme encouraged creativity, with many attendees 

arriving in elaborate masks and outfits. 

“One guy had a full mask, hat and outfit — some people really went all in,” said Foundation 

Board Secretary Laura Bartlett. “It was very well attended and a lot of fun. Almost every auction 

item went for $300 or more.” 

 

Sponsors were recognized with plaques, and several TCRHCC board members were present for 

the festivities and the formal check presentation. 

 

“It was probably one of the better galas we’ve had,” said TCRHCC board member Christopher 

Curley. “We had strong sponsors, a great turnout, and the silent auction was probably double 

what we’ve done before. The gala committee did a really good job — it’s a lot of hard work, and 

that showed.” 

 

Honoring Excellence in Care 

 

The gala also featured the presentation of the Dr. Tom Drouhard Award, the highest honor given 

by TCRHCC’s medical staff. Named after Dr. Tom Drouhard, a general surgeon who served the 

community for 37 years, the award recognizes outstanding contributions to patient care and the 

community. Since Dr. Drouhard’s retirement in 2014, the award has been presented annually, 

with the commemorative plaque displayed in the Cardiopulmonary hallway. This year’s winner 

was Loran C. Jacob’s, who has been with TCRHCC for seven years. 

 

The 2025 nominees included: 

Amanda B. Burrage, MD, MPH – Pediatrics and Public Health 

Catherine A. Golski, MD, MPH – Pediatrics 

(Winner) Loran C. Jacobs Jr., MS, CRNA – Anesthesia 

Elizabeth A. Lally, MD – Internal Medicine and Pediatrics 

Jennifer L. LaRoche, MSNA, CRNA – Anesthesia 

Elizabeth H. Parker, MSNA, CRNA – Chief CRNA, Anesthesia 

 

Looking Ahead 

 

In addition to the December gala, the Foundation hosted the Run for Hope in September, 

raising $6,929 to support oncology patients who often must travel to Phoenix for specialized 

treatment. The Foundation also expanded its “Strive for Five” employee payroll-donation 

program this year. 

 

Funds raised in 2025 will support projects including wound-care supplies for physical 

rehabilitation patients, replacement of an access ramp at the Specialty Care Center’s oncology 

department, exterior safety signage at Sacred Peaks Health Care along Highway 89, and other 

patient-centered needs still being evaluated. 

 

“We’re proud of the progress we’re making,” Curley said. “This year we saw more external 

board involvement and a stronger sense of momentum. The community really showed up.” 



With its blend of purpose, celebration and generosity, the Annual Gala once again demonstrated 

how collective effort can strengthen healthcare and improve lives across the region. 

 

Located in Tuba City, Arizona, TCRHCC is a Joint Commission-accredited 73-bed health center 

serving a 6,000-square-mile region across the Navajo and Hopi Reservations. It operates 

additional facilities in Flagstaff (Sacred Peaks Clinic) and LeChee (LeChee Health Facility). 
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